
VerbaAlpina - Collecting and 
Connecting Linguistic Data

http://www.verba-alpina.gwi.uni-muenchen.de

Florian Zacherl

Between Digital Humanities and Artificial Intelligence
06th december 2018, National University of Ireland, Galway



VerbaAlpina - Collecting and Connecting 
Linguistic Data

Project description

- VerbaAlpina. Der alpine Kulturraum im Spiegel seiner 
Mehrsprachigkeit (VerbaAlpina. The Alpine cultural region 
reflected through its multilingualism)

- Funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG)
- 1st term: 10/2014-10/2017, 2nd term: 11/2017-11/2020 

(perspective until 2025)
- Investigation of the multilingual Alpine region
- Combination of (geo-)linguistics and digital humanities
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Team

Project leaders
- Prof. Dr. Thomas Krefeld (Institute of Romance Studies)
- Dr. Stephan Lücke (LMU Center for Digital Humanities)

Member of staff
- David Englmeier (computer science)
- Markus Kunzmann (German studies)
- Christina Mutter (scientific coordination, Romance studies)
- Aleksander Wiatr (Romance/Slovenian studies)
- Florian Zacherl (computer science)
- Alessia Brancatelli, Julie Defert, Monika Hausmann, Filip Hristov,
   Katharina Knapp, Marina Pantele, Daniela Warras (scientific assistants)
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Area under investigation: The Alpine region

- Area of investigation is limited to the territorial borders defined by the 
Alpine convention

- Surface area of 190,600 km2, 
encompasses parts of six different 
countries (D, A, CH, I, F, SLO) and 
two entire countries (FL, MC)

- Ethnographic and topographic 
homogeneity and strong linguistic 
heterogeneity: 
3 language families

Florian Zacherl
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Multiple different sources

- Printed atlases / dictionaries

- Digital material from project partners

- Crowdsourcing

=> Unification needed

Florian Zacherl
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Printed Sources → Transcription Tool
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Data from partner projects → Individual import routines
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Crowdsourcing Tool
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Interactive Map - Qualitative
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Interactive Map - Quantitative

Florian Zacherl



VerbaAlpina - Collecting and Connecting 
Linguistic Data

  © VerbaAlpina 2018

Interactive Map - Abstract
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Lexicon Alpinum
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Lexicon Alpinum
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Linking – User Interface
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Linking – User Interface
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Linking – User Interface
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Linking – User Interface
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Linking – User Interface
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ISO 639 Standard
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Linking – User Interface
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Project partners

Dictionaries

Etymology 
Dictionaries

Wikidata
ISO 639 Standard
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Linking – Meta Data

Cooperation with the university library

Data export → Meta data (Datacite) → Scientific research engines (GeRDI)

Linking with different knowledge data bases / norm data bases

Florian Zacherl

- Glottolog
- Wikidata
- Geonames
- GND
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Sustainability

Versioning

Florian Zacherl

Full source code: 
https://github.com/VerbaAlpina 

Long-term archiving
- IT-Gruppe Geisteswissenschaften of 

Munich University (LMU Center for Digital Humanities)
- University library
- Clarin-D (planned)

https://github.com/VerbaAlpina
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